Colposcopy in general practice.
Primary care physicians are in an excellent position to identify women most at risk for cancer precursors. They can use a variety of modalities, including colposcopy thus reducing patient anxiety and waiting time. This article describes a training program for such a service, which includes at least 100 colposcopy examinations under supervision. It is applicable outside a hospital clinic setting. Subsequent practice must have a referral base sufficient to maintain competence as well as economic viability. All GP colposcopists in the Perth area attend regular quality assurance meetings. An audit has shown that properly trained GPs can achieve a level of competence equivalent to that expected of their specialist colleagues (89% concordance between colposcopic impression and histology). The format of the audit was based on that of the Royal Australian College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RACOG). Treatment must be performed by experts. General practice is the appropriate location for community screening studies using colposcopy.